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valley. Its preparation is merely another indication that western his- 
torians have gone earnestly to the task of doing scholarly work in local 
fields. 

C. M. T. 

The Illinois-'W abash Land company manuscript. "With an introduction 
by Clarence Walworth Alvord. (Chicago: Cyrus H. McCor- 
mick, 1915. 22, 40 p.) 
The research of Mr. Alvord with reference to the opinion of lords 
Camden and Yorke dealing with the sovereignty of the native Indian 
tribes has an exceedingly important bearing upon the attempts in the 
decade preceding the revolution made by land speculators and prospec- 
tive colonists to open the western wilderness for settlement and occu- 
pancy. The matter has been touched upon by Carter in his Great Britain 
and the Illinois country, 1763-1774, in which he cites the opinion of 
Yorke, giving as his reference British Museum, Additional manuscripts, 
21,687, as well as a citation to the letter of Lord to Gage, July 3, 1773. 
The opinion of lords Camden and Yorke is categorical in its statement 
that purchase of land by individuals from the natives, without royal 
grant, is permissible, subject only to "His Majesty's Right of Sovereign- 
ty over the Settlements as English Settlements, and over the Inhabitants, 
as English Subjects." The date of the opinion, as pointed out by Mr. 
Alvord, must have been some time in the year 1769, and he concludes 
from the fact of the death of Charles Yorke in January, 1770, only a 
short time after he had become lord chancellor, that the opinion must 
have been "wholly private." It is noteworthy that Judge Richard Hen- 
derson, who had sent Daniel Boone to the westward in the interest of the 
land company known as Henderson and company, both in 1764 and again 
in 1769, was induced to make his purchase of the Kentucky area from 
the Cherokee in 1775, on the strength of the opinion of lords Camden 
and Yorke ; and this opinion was cited to him, a royal judge on the bench 
in the province of North Carolina, some years before by Lord Mansfield, 
in support of his tentative purpose to secure western lands by direct pur- 
chase from the Indians. 

Mr. Alvord remarks, that it was probably well known to William Mur- 
ray, the chief spirit in the Illinois Land company, and his associates that 
Dunmore's chief legal adviser in his western plans, Patrick Henry, 
shared the opinion of lords Camden and Yorke in regard to the sovereign 
right of Indians. The authority for this statement in regard to Henry's 
view is, unfortunately, not given. It may be mentioned, however, that 
Henry contemplated taking shares in the Transylvania company ; and in 
the investigation of the treaty of Watauga, which was held at various 
times and places during the year 1777 by a committee of the Virginia 
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legislature, it was brought out in the testimony that Henry had given it 
out as his opinion that Henderson's purchase would "stand good." Mr. 
Alvord hazards the view that Henry and George Rogers Clark probably 
discussed the validity of the purchases of the Illinois and "Wabash land 
companies. Certain it is that Clark and Henry took up land together, 
presumably in the Illinois country, as evidenced by a well-known entry 
in Clark's diary. 

In the discussion of the episodes arising out of the activities of Murray 
and his associates, as set forth in the documents — which, in addition to 
the opinion of lords Camden and Yorke, consist of the text of the treaty 
with the Illinois Indians in 1773, the treaty of Louis Viviat in 1775 with 
the Piankashaw and Wea tribes for the Wabash lands, and the articles of 
agreement uniting the Illinois and "Wabash companies — Mr. Alvord has 
shown his customary fertility in research, his ability to marshal evidence 
unobtrusively derived from many sources, and his broad knowledge of the 
period. The ultimate failure of the designs of Murray is shown as in- 
evitable in face of the most powerful opposition, and of the confusion in- 
cident to the coming of the revolution. But Mr. Alvord, in his introduc- 
tion, has given a new vitality to the buoyant hopes and energetic efforts 
of the persistent Murray. ' ' Thus the purchases by the company came to 
naught," he observes in conclusion; "but the enterprise itself was not 
without significance, for the Illinois-"Wabash Land Company was one of 
the first great companies, some successful, some unsuccessful, which have 
aided in the settlement of the West. William Murray, whose name is al- 
most unknown in history, was but the prototype of hundreds who have 
followed his example; and his name should be linked with those of his 
contemporaries, Richard Henderson and George Morgan, who, though 
unsuccessful, were pioneer promoters of settlement on a large scale in 
the Mississippi Valley." 

The volume is a beautiful specimen of bookmaking. The paper and 
printing are exceptional in quality and appearance, and the documents 
are faultless reproductions in facsimile of the originals. A minor typo- 
graphical error, "wholy" on page 5 has been noted. 

Archibald Henderson 

In the path of La Salle or boy scouts on the Mississippi. By Percy K. 

Fitzhugh. (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1914. 

374 p. $1.25) 
The title promises well as a book for boys and the story of the struggle 
and conquest of the hero over himself is well told. Conservation of water 
by the national government, or the expedition of Lewis and Clark might 
better be used than "In the path of La Salle" as descriptive of the con- 
tent of the volume, for the events narrated have little association with the 



